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tern. Separate schools are provided for
white and colored pupils, and out of a total
enrollment of about 900,000, 260,000 are
Kegroes. There is a compulsory attendance
law which has done much to reduce the
illiteracy rate for the state. Although the
state superintendent of public instruction
exercises general supervision over the schools,
in reality her school system, which is com-
pletely state-wide and state-supported for
an eight-month term, is run by a state school
commission. Xorth Carolina is the only state
with a state-wide, exclusively state-sup-
ported system of public schools. The eight
month state term may be extended in larger
municipalities by local vote. The state
makes appropriations for instruction in
farm life and industrial arts. These courses
are given in county schools of specified
qualifications.

At the head of the system of public educa-
tion stands the Greater University of North
Carolina (which see), consisting of the State
University, located at Chapel Hill; the Col-
lege of Agriculture and Engineering, located
at Raleigh and the North Carolina College
for Women, located at Greensboro. Besides
these institutions there are approximately
thirty other colleges and universities in the
state, most of which are supported by
religious denominations. Among the more
important ones are Duke University at Dur-
ham, with a rich endowment and a plant
valued at more than $20,000,000; Davidson
College, at Davidson, Guilford College at
Guilford, Wake Forest College at Wake
Forest, Meredith College at Raleigh, and
Salem College at Winston-Salem. Among
schools especially designed for colored stu-
dents are the state-supported Agricultural
and Technical College at Greensboro, Shaw
University at Raleigh, and Livingstone Col-
lege at Salisbury.

Institutions. The charitable and penal
institutions of the state include hospitals
for the insane at Morgantown, Raleigh and
Goldsboro; a school for the white deaf at
Morgantown, home for the white blind and
colored blind at Raleigh; an institution for
the feeble-minded at Kingston, a tuberculosis
sanitarium near Aberdeen; a soldiers' home
at Raleigh; a colored orphanage at Oxford;
a training school at Concord, and the state
prison at Raleigh. More than twenty prison
camps house the prisoners employed in the
maintenance of the state's highway system.

History. North Carolina was first ex-
plored by the Raleigh expeditions late in the
sixteenth century, but it was first per-
manently colonized after 1630 by settlers
from Virginia. In 1663 it was granted to a
group of the king's favorites, whom he named
lords proprietors. In 1669 they attempted
to establish a government based on the so-
called Fundamental Constitutions, the work
of John Locke; but the effort was vain,
owing to the cumbersome and unsuitable
provisions of the document. In 1728 the
proprietors sold their rights to the Crown,
and North Carolina and South Carolina,
which had been previously united, were
governed as separate royal provinces. North
Carolina took a prominent part in the strug-
gle against England and was among the first
to advise the Declaration of Independence
and to adopt an independent constitution.
In the war it was the scene of important
engagements.

North Carolina at first refused to ratify
the Federal Constitution, but it finally
added its approval November 21,1789. After
the war it steadily prospered, the only seri-
ous hindrance being its relations with wes-
tern settlers, who at one time set up a
separate state of Franklin, which was dis-
solved, but which finally became the state of
Tennessee. Though a slave-holding state,
North Carolina constantly opposed secession
until after Lincoln's first call for troops,
when a popular convention passed the resolu-
tion, May 20, 1861. Thereafter it furnished
double its quota of troops (120,000) and
suffered the heaviest losses, both of men
and of wealth, throughout the war. The
reconstruction contest was fought vigorously
in North Carolina, but the state was read-
mitted to the Union June 25, 1868. A new
constitution was adopted in 1876 and in
1900 it was amended so as practically to ex-
elude Negroes from suffrage, by means of
educational and property tests. However, a
large number of Negroes vote at the present
time.
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